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Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, 

I am pleased to introduce, on behalf of the United Nations System Chief 

Executives Board for Coordination (CEB), the note of the Secretary-General conveying 

his comments and those of CEB members on the report of the Joint Inspection Unit 

“Review of the management of implementing partners in United Nations system 

organizations”, found in document A/69/378/Add.1. 

Organizations of the UN system welcome the report’s comprehensive nature and 

view it as a valuable contribution to efforts by the system for continuous improvement. 

UN system entities found the practices highlighted in the report as particularly useful and 

expressed appreciation that the Inspectors have used the report as an opportunity to 

disseminate good practice in the area of the management of implementing partners. 

Mr. Chairman, as you can see in the note by the Secretary-General, agencies 

welcomed without reservation many of the recommendations. For example, organizations 

fully agree with recommendation 6 regarding the strengthening of implementing partner 
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agreements in order to safeguard their interests as well as recommendation 8, regarding 

training for fraud prevention and awareness.  

In other cases, agencies agree with the overall substance of the recommendation, 

but express some concern regarding its implementation. We see an example of this in 

recommendation 4, which addresses the important issue of assessments of implementing 

partners. While agencies agree with the need for assessments to determine the capacity of 

the implementing partner, they also suggest that there are nuances that must also be taken 

into consideration. Organizations note that implementing partners come in all shapes and 

sizes – from government ministries to small civil society organizations – and it may not 

be possible, or prudent, to perform an assessment with the sole objective of establishing 

capacity, weaknesses and risks. 

Mr. Chairman, a consistent message that agencies emphasize in their responses is 

the need to remain aware of any costs related to the implementation of recommendations. 

Training, studies and tracking within automated systems all require investment, and the 

resources required for these investments, as we all know, are increasingly difficult to 

identify. Agencies, therefore, may differentiate between the recommendations they can 

accept, and those that they can meaningfully apply. 

In closing, Mr Chairman, on behalf of the organizations of the UN system, I 

would like to thank the JIU for this report, which covered a topic of interest to CEB 

members and importance to the entire UN system. I reiterate that organizations of the 

system found much value in the report.  

Of course, I stand ready to answer any questions you or the committee may have. 

Thank you 

 


